THE STAR-LEDGER, Wednesday, September 21, 1988

ot 25

Orange mayor and director barred from interfering with police chief

By DIANE CURCIO

A Superior Court judge yesterday
imposed restraints upon Orange, block-
ing the new mayor and police director
from interfering with Police Chief Rob-
ert Sorge’s supervision of day-to-day
operations of the 85-officer deparf-
ment,

Sorge filed a complaint_against
Mayor Robert:L::Brown and Police
Director Charles C. Cobbertt contend-
ing he has been subjected to “political
interference in the workplace and polit-
ical harassment” since the officials
took office in July. Sorge was appointed
police chief in January, 1984, capping a
24-year career with the department.

Judge Paul Thompson signed an
order imposing seven restraints upon
the city officials. They included stop-
ping them from reducing Sorge’s
$57,498 salary to $42,000; assigning po-

lice officers to the detective bureau,
appointing an ‘acting chief when Sorge
is on vacation and forcing him to wear
his uniform when on duty.

Twelve other police chiefs from
throughout Essex County attended the
hearing in support of Sorge, who is
president of the county chiefs’ associa-
tion, Stephen Shaw, who represents
New Jersey State Association of Chiefs
of Police, sought to intervene also con-
tending “the principles involved are of
statewide application.”

Shaw said the association was in-
strumental in helping the state Legisla-
ture write the statute adopted in 1981
which defines a police chiet’s authority.

Jerome Convery, Sorge’s attorney,
argued Orange was in violation of a
statute stipulating the chief is “direct-
Rr responsible for the routine day-to-

ay ogerations" of a department.
obbertt was a police lieutenant

Newark chief judge,
council clash on car
radio noise arrests

By FREDERICK W. BYRD

Reports that a municipal court
judge had dismissed cases involving
violations of Newark's noise control or-
dinance—reports branded false by the
chief judge—led to a heated exchange
at yesterday’s conference of the city
council.

In the meeting with Chief Judge
Clifford Minor, Councilman Anthony
Carrino said councilmen are
“swamped” by complaints about loud
car radios.

“We are talking of drivers with
four by eight speakers in their trunk;
they sound like the Boston Symphony
going down the street.

“So we got after the police, and
they made 25 arrests’ in recent
months, he said.

Councilman Ronald Rice added:
“When the first case got to court, the
judge said to the policeman ‘what do
you expect, it's hot out.’

“We do not need a municipal court
unless the judges are sensitive to our
local codes and the citizens’ needs,” he
said. .

Minor took strong exception, say-
ing the councilmen “cannot leverage
the court or say what decisions must be
made.”
Then he added the judge, Myrna
Milan, “did not dismiss the case. There
was a full trial and the person involved
was found not guilty.”

The chief judge also said a letter
sent to Milan by the council was “in-
timidating. Please do not intimidate
judges.”

The letter, dated Sept. 19, noted
councilmen “are besieged with com-

laints about loud radios which are
ing blasted at all hours of the day and
night.

“In fact, it has been indicated by
several citizens that in some cases the
playing of loud radios is a signal that
the drug pusher is in the area.

“You will understand how dis-
mayed and angered the council mem-
bers became upon hearing an alleged
report that you dismissed several cases
brought before you on violation of the
noise ordinance.

“The council members took great
exception to the thought that any mu-
nicipal court judge, appointed by the
mayor and confirmed by them, would
deliberately refuse to uphold the laws
which they have legislated,” the letter
added.

Minor explained to the council he
had instructed Milan not to respond.

“The judicial code of ethics does
not allow a judge to discuss pending
cases,” he explained.

“1 will discuss the council's wishes
with my judges at our regular Friday
conference,” he said.

But he criticized the councilmen
for writing the letter before looking at
the trial transcript.

Sorge points to pay cut, actions

as ‘harassment’

before he was appointed director on
July 5. In his complaint, Sorge charged
Cobbertt never sought a leave of ab-
sence from his $37,541 Civil Service
post and continues to collect that salary
In addition to a $2,000 stipend as police
director.

The new director named a police
union leader as his confidential aide,
Sorge noted, contending the appoint-
ment “bypasses the chain of command
for sworn police personnel who must be
subordinate to the chief of police.” Sgt.
Charles Penta, president of the Orange
Police Superior Officers Association, is
the aide to the police director

Under the Brown administration,

Daughters of history

by new regime

Sorge contended his office has been
moved, his secretary fired, his mail is
being screened and he no longer has ac-
cess to a police car for personal use.
The chief also complained he has been
instructed to be on the job from 8 a.m
to 4 p.m. and maintan a daily log of his
whereabouts

Robert Westreich, who said he will
be serving as special counsel to Orange
for the case, argued the city intends
to dispute every allegation raised by
Sorge Thompson set a full hearing on
the matter for Oct 13

Westreich said the mayor had re-
scinded his order to reduce Sorge's sal-
ary.
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Aileen Maury, left, Frances Englander and Esther Foster, right,
review the agenda of the Short Hilis chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution (DAR) meeting. Maury is the chapter's
regent and Foster is the recording secretary

Counci} President Henry Martinez
responded, “I am glad you came today
because you can see the councilmen’s
frustration. We bear the brunt of all the
complaints.”

Also during the conference, Coun-
cilman Donald Tucker asked that a mo-
tion or resolution be developed to tell
builders of the city’s new policy of not
giving any further tax abatements to

warchouses

He explained “Based on a report
on abatements from Caprio (Raphael
Caprio, a professor at the Rutgers
Graduate School of Public Administra-
tion), we noted the taxes warehouses
would pay are not much different now
under abatement or regular taxes. and
abatement gives them undue protection
In the future

Orange to

By KEVIN DILWORTH

The Orange City Council last night
formally created a municipal investiga-
tion committee, comprised of all seven
council members, to delve into “alleged
improprieties” and reports that school
district employees had sex with stu-
dents, sold drugs with them and en-
gaged in other criminal acts.

The council said the committee
will hold a closed meeting at 7:30 p.m.
next Tuesday.

Formation of the committee is a
direct-result of comments made by tru-
ant officer Rocco C. Zarillo about
abuses involving employees and stu-
dents.

Zarillo, a former director of infor-
mation and complaints for Orange, has
said the abuses “a very serious situa-
tion. There 1s no question about it.”

Members of the Essex County
Prosecutor's Office, along with the
Orange Police Department, also are in-
vestigating the allegations,

rbara Peters, vice president of
Orange’s five-member aﬁpointed school
board, has said, “We have 17 years
worth of accumulated garbage” work-
ing for the district and that six out of
seven individuals suspected of wrong-
doing have tenure.

probe ‘abuses’ by school workers

In other business last night, the
council approved the appointment of
Benjamin Calvin, an investigator with
the city’s welfare department, to the
Orange Housing Authority

Calvin, a Mechanic Street resi-
dent, will fil] the two remaining years,
through April 19, 1990, of the unexpired
term of the Rev. Clarence Norman,
who resigned.

The council also authorized a 30-
day extension through Oct. 24 for pay-
ment of third-quarter taxes. The exten-
sion, according to a resolution, is need-
ed because the council did not adopt the
budget until last month and the 1988-89
tax bills were mailed out late.

During the public-speaking portion
of the meeting, Zarillo told the council
school board members Waverly Bas-
kerville and Calvin West “agitated, in-
timidated and humiliated” him at a
closed-door session of the board.

Zarillo said Schools Superinten-
dent Patrick J. Pelosi called the meet-
ing to ascertain why he bypassed the
board of education and made his com-
plaints about suspected abuses to the
city council.

The truant officer said Baskerville
and West repeatedly “insisted” he tell
them the names of the school district
emplovees and students involved in

Newark may have to pay
laid off workers $1 million

By FREDERICK W. BYRD

Newark may be liable for some §1
million in back pay to workers Jaid off
during the government reorganization
instituted at the beginning of Mayor
Sharpe James’ two-year-old adminis-
tration.

The workers have since been rein-
stated under state Civil Service law.

Assistant City Counsel Oliver Cato
explained under the reorganization, 23
permanent city employees were laid off
and their job titles abolished, and an
additional 13 permanent employees
were demoted.

Of those 36 employees, 23 ap-
pealed to the state Department of Per-
sonnel, he said.

According to Cato, 10 workers
were given back their jobs; some after
a review by city officials and others by
order of the state.

“Six others who were turned down
by the state are appealing to the Appe-
late Division of Superior Court,” he

added. No hearing date is scheduled on
their appeal.

The employees were laid off in Au-
gust, September and October of 1986,
along with several hundred temporary
workers.

Cato said the city is responsible
for the workers' back pay, excluding
whatever income they may have made
during their layoff.

“It 1s a complicated formula and
we are negotiating with them now,” he
said, “so 1 cannot say exactly how
much the city owes.”

Counciiman Ralph Grant noted
that tonight the city council is to vote
on an ordinance giving Leonard Chavis,
the former recreation director,
$129,950 in back pay.

Grant said this meant the total
owed to all those reinstated could be
more than §1 million.

Cato said nine of the 10 workers
who won back their jobs had decided to
return to work for city government,
though they had the option of taking
their back pay and not returning.

drug trafficking and sexual miscon-
duct.

Peters, school board vice presi-
dent, also spoke last night, saying City
Council President James J Brown two
weeks ago chastised her for using lan-
guage before the council that he per-
sonally found offensive.

Peters then asked Brown whether
he thought it was all right for himself
to be a perennial user of vulgar lan-

guage around city hall and to “use quite
a list of adjectives™ to describe munici-
pal employees he does not like

Councilman-at-large Todd Mark
Galante defended Brown by saying,
“The things he tells people are things
he says as an individual, not as the
council president

Brown subsequently quashed all
further discussion on the vulgar lan-
guage controversy

But the attorney said “the plain-
tiff's problem from Day One has been
he doesn't believe the director has any
authority over him and he’s fundamen-
tally wrong " Westreich said the Ad-
ministrative Code of Orange, which was
adopted 1n 1976, states the police de-
partment shal] be headed by a director
But 1n response to Thompson's ques-
tions Westreich conceded the code does
not specify the duties of the director

Cobbertt attended the hearing and
afterwards denied Sorge's allegations
of interference “I'm trying to give the
department the best working condi-
tions, bring back the morale and integ-
rity of the department,” said the new
director

In the past year, two Orange offi-
cers have faced criminal charges, In-
volving theft and endangering the wel-
fare of a boy In February. five officers

including Cobbert! and Penta filed suit
against the city and Sorge over sick
leave requirements.

Thomas Vena, an assistant city at-
torney, said the mayor and council are
reviewing the administrative code and
the police portion will probably be
amended

Westreich said the city wants
Sorge to be in the office between § am
and 4 p.m. so he can be available to the
elected officials “The city can't func-
tion if the police chief is going to White-
house Station (Sorge’s home) 30 miles
away from here during the hours when
the elected officials are in their of-
fices,” said the attorney

Convery argued Sorge must be
frée to set his own hours, depending on
his responsibilities as the city's top law-
man The hours of Sorge’s workday 1s
one of the items to be resolved during
the hearing

Fairfield group raises
specter of industry in
school merger fight

By MEG NUGENT

A grassroots group 1s mounting a
campaign Lo urge Fairfield residents to
vote no on a referendum that would
consolidate the district's two elemen-
tary schools, contending the proposed
sale of one of the schools would further
industrialize the township

But Peter Tuminelli, president of
the school board, yesterday contended
the Unite and Fight group was *‘jump-
ing on a bandwagon They know they
can't stop the industrialization of Fair-
field, the best they can do 1s slow 1t
down.”

Unite and Fight, a 10-member
township homeowners group that Jast
year led some 500 residents in protest
agawnst a townwide property revalua-
tion, is planning to deliver fliers to the
township’s 2,240 homeowners in an ef-
fort to stop the sale of the Winston S
Churchill School on Fairfield Road,
group spokesman Steven Berzak said

Noting 1t will be the third mailing
the group has conducted on the school
sale issue, Berzak said members will
meet tomorrow {0 decide the timing of
the most recent mailing before the Oct.
11 referendum

The local Board of Education 1s
asking township voters to approve a
$4 5 million plan to consolidate the dis-
trict’s two elementary schools

The board is proposing the sale of
the Churchill School and the 13 acres
surrounding 1t to offset the cost of the
referendum The board is planning a $3
million expansion of the Adla1 E. Ste-
venson School and wants to sell the
Churchill School upon completion of the
addition, which 1§ scheduled to be fin-
1shed in three years

The addition would accommodate
the 140 Churchill students and 1f ap-
proved, the referendum would affect
the total 620 students who attend the
schools for grades K-6

Superintendent Barry Spagnoli has
said the consolidation will save taxpay-
ers money because major repaws are
needed at both schools

Board members have contended
that the alternative (o the consolidation
would be a $25 million bond 1ssue to

repatr the two facilities, an expense
which they said would not be defrayed
by the sale of one butlding

Taxpayers could benefit from the
consolidation, said Tuminelli, 1n part,
because they would save about $52,500
per year from a reduction of bus
routes

“Qver the long run, there would be
a reduction n overall expenses with
onea school” nstead of two. Tuminelli
sal

He also said that any profits above
the $4 5 million would be rebated to
taxpayers over a five-year period

Berzak said yesterday that if the
referendum was approved, the school
most likely would be sold to industry
since 1t 1S 1n a commercially zoned
area

Berzak said board members told
him the school property could accom-
modate a $30 million business complex
and contended the sale to industry
would result 1n more traffic, more pol-
lution and more county taxes

“Why can't there be a third alter-
native? Why do they have to sell it to
industry” Why not do the renovations
(at both schools) and keep Churchill””
said Berzak, saying the board could
raise the funds for the renovations
through taxation

Contending Berzak was “mislead-
ing the public,” Tuminelll said of the
school’s surrounding property, “What
better place for industry® The property
abuts Fairfield Road and Route 46.”

“They say they're against pollu-
tion and noise, yet they want to keep
the kids in an area filled with pollution
and noise when they don't have to,” said
the board president, who earlier argued
the consolidation would offer such ad-
vantages as improved curricilum and
library services.

Of the proposed advantages, Ber-
zak said, “We're not going to comment
on education (because) we're not educa-
tion experts, we just don't want further
industrialization of the town and there
are other ways to finance this without
further industrializing the town "
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